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[&>■ This is the case involving the murder 

. Luther King, Jr.. 

" 4- u P<>n articles appearing in varii 

s.v in the United States and based upon Information 
have been conducting investigation to determine 
^ ’ exis *' s in this case. We have received the resu] 
V" tion requested by us and have furnished the resi 
i: ment, and in each instance asked the Department 

^ ^ .?? se reports furnished to Mr. Phil M. Canale. , 
Attorney General, Shelby County, Memphis, Tenner 
prosecuting the state's case. Our investigation 
not Include any facts that would support the all 
conspiracy exists. 


. Attached is a memorandum from the Dep| 
authority to disseminate the three listed documj 
being Instructed accordingly, I 


^ 4 ^, < 1 

■ ,V '■■■;. V «• V' ’ 

■ ‘y •• •. ."■>"./< *•, ••m 'v'i: * -V;, ■ • 

. of Martini? 

. 4 A'lsiO 

ous newspapers 1 > ■ 
furnished to us, w 
if a conspiracy ' ’ 
Its ofinvestiga- 
iilts to the Depart— 
if they desired 
Jr. , State ; 

3 see, who is 
a thus far does 
Legation that a 

artment giving us 
mts. ; Memphis » 




s-s.v* *,. 


l» Phan Xf/jr to 

FiUN* 


UND'i.t) pl/.i'KS Uii^Ain'MIiHT OF JUSTIC1 

PEDEKAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Nev Orleans, Louisiana 
February 8, 1969 


JAMES EARL RAY 


in >w ’ J crryCohen, Los .Angeles Times neks reporter 

J! oi? cleans, Louisiana, residing at the CochEstta Motel, 

• 0151 216, Telephone 822—1560, New Orleans Louisiana toil * 

of 0 the & p 1 J ad y i ® 3d he had contacted the Los Angfles Office" 

rffe-ied to r ?L B \r rea n ? f In vestigation (FBI) anS had beeS 
rerc-*ed to the 3:ew Orleans Office of the FBI. f 


A „„ - ~ „ C ?^ en advis © d that he and Dave Lawson 
a * m^ al ^■■^o^'nia , who is also a reporter of 1 

nSmber S w Tif ® S ’ had obtained ^om Charles Stein ( 
number within one week after the arrest of James 

notftc n* ^ oilon stated that Dave Lawson had mads 

S^?rrS“ ti< ; n ,’ , ' ith Stein but that as 

it, Stem showed Lawson a piece of papex 
tamed a telephone* number and that Lawson hadco 
note Ph ° ne nUmber fr0in Stein’s piece of paper int 


of Los 
the Los 
i telephone 
> Earl Ray. 

! all the 
s he, Cohen, 

• which con- 
pied the 
o Lawson's 


R a ! h t'L Sr : u : Roy concernine this telephone 

. >y hat =.ul I lls IS where Biff got his weather report. 

. „ C l’ n f 11 stoteo-that Stein two or three days after 

and k h2d detere-ned n ?h I ' 5 * 5 ' 0n , h ** *» d * • cal1 to Ke » Orleans •! 
determined this* number, was a number for Troon B of 

tne^Louisrana State Police located in the Greater New. Orleans 

rh -f 0 ? 0 ? h .*; a tbd cl,at neither he nor Lawson had fur- 
FB : ' m,B ‘ bcr to the Los Angeles Office of the 

; * e lo v ^thor or not thii w^s a^^ 

' •' *Sth the hSnA^’f U Y*£* »u*>coa#ciouf«ly it had bee$ forgotten- 
the on ** 11 Ml « ht waterialtae into a .good story. • ' ' 
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Cohen advised that he did not have the telephone ~ 
number with him but had made a contact in New Orleans while 
hero to attend the Clay Shaw trial, who had , determined that 
there was a Louisiana State Trooper at Troop B named Raul 
V. Esquivel. ■ * j 

j ' ■ ' ■ . , : 

Cohon advised he had no further infojrmation con- 
cerning this number but that Lawson would have more complete 
and accurate information from his ( notes. 

A review cf the New. Orleans indices show an inves- 
tigation w as conduct ed in the case captioned "TROOPER RAUL 
VICTOR ~ESQIJ i V r u ; LObxci i Ai\ A‘ bTATETPOL ICE , FERDINAND JOSEPH 
KORIO, JR. - VICTIM, CIVIL RIGHTS." Esquivel in 1964 was < 
described as follows: ’ • v 


Race 

Sex 

Date cf Birth 
Place of Birth 
Employment 


Length of 
Employment 
Residence 


White . - 

Male 


Smash, Hondura 
Louisiana State Police, 
Troop B, Metairie, 
Louisiana 


Metairie, Louisiana 


R. L. Polk’s Now Orleans City Director for 1968 
lists telephone number 482-5751 to State Police Department 
Headquarters , Troop £. This number was dialed February 6, 
s \ ncl t,ilG trooper answering the phone stated "State 
a'oiic.T: Depjrtnont Ho^dquartors" and then upon inquiry stated 
that it was Troop B. 

*' 1 f 

‘‘he cur re rit N ew Orleans Telephono Directory lists 
..telephone number 024-6446 to the Provincial Motel, 102$ •**<r ,v 
Chartres Street, New Orleans , Louisiana. The Provincial v> 
[Motel is where Ray .stayed in'Now Orleans in . December t 1967? 
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Lieutenant Colonel Ben F. Ragusa, As 
Superintendent, Louisiana State Police (LSP), 
Louisiana, advised that Trooper 1st Class Rau! 
Fpcjuxvel is assigned to LSP Troop B at New Or: 
Louisiana He advised that in August of 1967 
Esquivel was ?.t 'that time also assigned to Tr< 
Orleans. Ee advised that Trooper Esquivel wo] 
during the month o'C August, 1967: 


r H T 
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Baton Rouge, 

. Victor 
eans, ' Vv 
Trooper 
>op B at New 
ked as follows 


August l|, 2, and 3: on duty; 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m, 

August 4 : : day off - ' V* 

• . . , 

. August 5: on duty fTiOOa.m. to 3:00 p.m. 


August 6 and 7: off duty due to a 

in his family 


ieath 


August S and 9: on duty; .7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

August 10: off duty 

August 11 through 23: on duty; 7:00 a.m. to 

3:00 p.jr.. 

August 24: off duty 

August 20 and 26: on duty;' 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

August 27: off duty 

• * 

• August :.a, 'P0, and 30: on duty; 7:00 a.m. to' 

■ '3{(J0 p.at, • . ’ . : * 

August 51 ; ' off duty ' * ‘ ' 

*• _ !&■»#•••.«* that during August, 1967, Trooper . 

, ij Lve L v?-..: *;tv5if:jwr«s t;; duties in different areas of the 

Tro."v> H LSP ar*a a a?- 2<3 \ya?? filling in for other troopers .‘Tw 
or v heir days off . He :<dvi«;od that during August, 1967,'^'; A 
• Tfcoop&r- Esquivel ¥W New Or 1 cans area. 
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Ragusa advised that oa March 22, 1968 
Esquivel vorked an ei#ht-hour shift on that dat 
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document con tains neither recommends tiecs 
t ‘ ac ' JTSI* It is t.'-e property of the FBI and 
your Hgorv,, ; it and-. its contents are not to be 
o'U t,.; ,» do your agency . . , 


nor conclusions 
s loaned to 
distributed 
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